Goshen Selectboard
Minutes of Meeting January 29, 2007

Selectboard Present:  Larry Miller and Joe Dunn.  

Selectman Absent:  Kevin Lacey and Linda Walden, Secretary
Meeting called to order 6:30 p.m.
Attendees:  Chief Hewes, Tim Pease, Steve Mollison, Bob Labrie, Chief Labrie, Andrew Baker.

Larry Miller provided a summary of the High Speed Internet Committee meeting that occurred on Wednesday, January 24, 2007 at 7:00pm in the town office building.  The committee is preparing a town-wide survey to determine where the need of high speed internet is most sought after by residents.  Additionally they are researching the costs of installing a backbone line along the six miles of Route 9.  The intention is to install the backbone then receivers for wireless internet services throughout Goshen.  The committee meets each Wednesday and encourages all interested parties to attend.  Discussion followed.
The light above the assessor’s office requires new wiring since the current wire insulation is faulty and likely to cause a fire.  This information was provided by an electrician from Orchard Electric.  Joe Dunn will inform the town janitor to contact Orchard Electric and repair the faulty wiring.
The selectboard nominated Barbara Curran to the Goshen Board of Health.  The term will complete Lea Grippin’s position, who resigned from the BOH in September 2006.  Joe Dunn made the motion and seconded by Larry Miller.  Motion was passed by the majority.

Joe Dunn reviewed the Building and Grounds Maintenance Supervisor Position.  At this time he is considering proposing this to the finance committee as a part-time position.  However it is possible this position could become full-time in the future.  That is, if the budget and workload warrant the increase in time.  Joe Dunn is also looking for a vehicle for this position.  Tim Pease, Highway Superintendent, noted Surplus Equipment via HCOG has a 4x4 Dodge Dakota for sale at a cost of $400.00.  Tim Pease agreed the highway department would maintain the vehicle.  Discussion followed.
Tim Pease provided a brief Highway Report.  Discussion Followed.

Joe Dunn sent out three Request for Proposals to engineering firms.  The firms are Hill Engineering, Dalton; Hatch Mott MacDonald, Hadley; and Doucett Associates, Northampton.  The RFP is for an information report on the assessment of town owned facilities.  The information report will then be used to develop architectural plans and bid documents for repairs to town facilities.  The facilities include Town Office Building, Town Hall, Town Garage and Fire Department.  Preliminary costs for the report are due on February 5th.  Actual estimates are due on February 12th.  The final report will be due April 16, 2007.  Discussion followed. 

The Memorandum of Understanding between the DCR and Town of Goshen was reviewed.  Larry Miller noted the town also provides fire and police services to the park.  Joe Dunn thought MassHighway should be the second contact for the park and not the Town of Goshen.  Joe Dunn will follow up with DCR and report back to the board.  Discussion followed.

Chief Hewes inquired about pay from Whitney Trucking for police detail on the Shaw Road Improvement Project.  Joe Dunn stated he had not heard from the contractor but would try to follow up this week.  
Chief Hewes also informed the board that their budget was becoming short and it more or less represented conditions similar to April.  Chief noted that although they received a 2% cost of living increase it was not reflected in the budget.  Additionally, he wanted to know when the selectboard and finance committee would meet to discuss the police department finances as brought to the floor during the 2006 Annual Town Meeting.  Discussion Followed.
Joe Dunn asked Chief Labrie and Chief Hewes about the High Band Radio provided by MEMA.  J. Dunn also stated he emailed Kevin Lacey about the location of the radio.  K. Lacey has yet to respond.  Discussion followed.

Chief Labrie is requesting a Fire Chief Vehicle.  Chief Labrie stated several reasons for obtaining a vehicle.  Chief Labrie has information on a 1999 GMC Yukon.  The cost of the vehicle and appurtenant equipment is $9,000.00.  Discussion followed.

As brought to the floor of the 2006 Annual Town Meeting, Chief Labrie stated that a pay reimbursement for volunteer firefighters should be similar to the Town of Williamsburg.  Chief Labrie will prepare a proposal for the upcoming ATM and an informational meeting planned for April 2007.  Discussion Followed.
Steve Mollison requested that the Learning Loft not throwaway recyclable materials.  Joe Dunn will follow up with Cathy Karowski.

Bob Labrie will act as Town Moderator at the Special Town Meeting on Feb. 12th.  B. Labrie was provided a copy of the warrant.

Andrew Baker from the Hilltown Community Development Corporation presented the FY07 Town of Goshen Community Development Strategy.  Andrew Baker reviewed the priority list with the selectboard.  Specifically to continue social service programs currently serving low and moderate income families in Goshen.  Additionally, the town will undertake an income survey of residents to determine if there are 51% LMI households residing on East Street.  If so, the Town will apply for CDBG funding to undertake road improvements on East Street.  Larry Miller signed the required documents since Kevin Lacey, Selectboard Chair is out of the state for the next few weeks.
Vanessa Fish, Town Clerk met with the selectboard to determine dates for the Annual Town Caucus.  The warrant will be posted on March 19th and the caucus will be held on March 26th.  Discussion followed.
Mail was reviewed.
Meeting adjourned 8:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Joseph Dunn
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